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McLintock, my senior legislative aide,
who worked diligently with House staff
and stakeholders over the last several
months to refine this bill and get it
across the finish line. They all deserve
immense credit for their work to get
this bill enacted into law.

Child pornography is a truly evil
crime that has lasting impacts on its
victims. The Amy, Vicky, and Andy
Child Pornography Victim Assistance
Act will help provide victims the as-
sistance they need to put their lives
back together. I am honored and ex-
tremely pleased this legislation will
soon be signed into law.

——

WORLD AIDS DAY

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President,
today I wish to recognize the 30th anni-
versary of World AIDS Day, which was
this Saturday, December 1. This year,
we can celebrate 30 years of progress
made to fight HIV/AIDS globally and
double down on our commitment to
creating an AIDS-free generation.

Last week, Congress passed another
bipartisan reauthorization of the Presi-
dent’s Plan for Emergency AIDS Relief
PEPFAR. Since launching in 2003,
PEPFAR has had a transformational
impact on HIV/AIDS by catalyzing an
incredible global response that has
saved and transformed the lives of
those living with HIV. Through
PEPFAR, the United States has pro-
vided over 14 million people with life-
saving antiretroviral treatment in
more than 50 countries. Two years ago,
I had the privilege of meeting a 30—
year-old man in Namibia named Simon
who said thanked the American people
for supporting the lifesaving treatment
and care that he received through
PEPFAR and the Global Fund. Indi-
vidual stories of patients, like Simon,
speak to the incredible impact of our
collective efforts. They underscore the
importance of maintaining support for
the programs, including PEPFAR, the
Global Fund, and UNAIDS, that made
this success to date possible.

When PEPFAR began in 2003, only
50,000 children were on lifesaving treat-
ment in Africa; now, over 700,000 chil-
dren are supported by antiretroviral
treatment. PEPFAR has enabled over
2.4 million babies of HIV-infected
mothers to be born HIV-free. It has
provided critical care and support for
more than 6.8 million orphans, vulner-
able children, and their caregivers to
mitigate the physical, emotional, and
economic impact of HIV/AIDS. These
are only a few of the many ways we
have progressed in combatting HIV/
AIDS.

Integral to reducing the number of
new HIV cases and the viral loads of
those living with HIV is testing. The
theme of this year’s World AIDS Day is
“know your status.” HIV testing al-
lows people to make informed decisions
about their future, including options
for treatment and prevention. Accord-
ing to data from UNAIDS, in 2017, 36.9
million people were living with HIV. Of
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those 36.9 million, 75 percent were
aware of their HIV status. These num-
bers have steadily increased over the
years, and we must continue our work
to expand access to, and remove the
stigmas associated with, HIV testing.

While there is much to celebrate,
there is still a tremendous amount of
work to be done. PEPFAR reports that
only 52 percent of children ages 0 to 14
with HIV have access to lifesaving
treatment, compared to 59 percent of
adults with HIV. In 2017, 180,000 chil-
dren were newly infected with HIV.
That is 180,000 too many.

Threats to the continued progress of
critically important programs have
come from our own leadership in the
White House, which continues annually
to propose enormous funding cuts for
both PEPFAR and the Global Fund to
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria.
We must continue to press the Trump
administration to recognize the colos-
sal harm of restricting funding to these
programs, including the lifesaving
treatment and evidence-based preven-
tion interventions they provide to men,
women, and children, and the greater
impact on achieving epidemic control.
I call on the Trump administration to
reverse its reinstatement and expan-
sion of the Mexico City policy, often
referred to as the ‘‘global gag rule,”
which impedes the ability of organiza-
tions to provide lifesaving prevention,
detection, and treatment services.
These investments must be not only
continued, but increased, as we can see
an AIDS-free generation on the hori-
Zon.

While we celebrate the progress that
we have made on the 30th anniversary
of Global AIDS Day, we must recommit
ourselves to combat HIV/AIDS both at
home and abroad, beginning with test-
ing. With the commitment of partner
countries, reinforced by the support of
donor nations, civil society, people liv-
ing with HIV, faith-based organiza-
tions, scientific research community
and academia like Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity and the University of Mary-
land, the private sector, foundations,
and implementing organizations like
Catholic Relief Services and Lutheran
World Relief, success in the fight
against HIV/AIDS is within our grasp.

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL
BRIAN E. WINSKI

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, on
behalf of myself and Mr. REED, as the
Chair and Ranking Member of the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee, and
the cochairs of the Senate Army Cau-
cus, it is our honor to pay tribute to a
great leader and an exceptional officer
of the U.S. Army, MG Brian E. WinskKi,
the chief of legislative liaison for the
Office of the Secretary of the Army, as
he prepares to leave this position for a
new post in the Army of even greater
importance to our Nation. Major Gen-
eral Winski provides outstanding lead-
ership, advice, and sound professional
judgment on numerous critical issues
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of enduring importance to the Army,
Congress, and this Nation.

Major General Winski has served our
Army and our Nation for more than 30
years. A native of Wisconsin, Major
General Winski was commissioned in
1988 as an infantry officer from the
University of Wisconsin. He has been a
true professional, dedicated soldier,
leader, and officer. Throughout his ca-
reer, he has commanded our great sol-
diers at many levels and deployed to
combat numerous times in defense of
the nation.

He has served in various command
and staff positions over multiple com-
bat tours to Kuwait, Iraq, and Afghani-
stan. He was a rifle platoon leader in
Desert Shield/Storm, infantry bat-
talion executive officer during the in-
vasion of Iraq in 2003, chief of oper-
ations for the 101st Airborne Division
in Iraq, reconnaissance squadron com-
mander in Iraq, Division Operations Of-
ficer for the 101st Airborne Division in
Afghanistan, and brigade combat team
commander in Iraq.

Major General Winski has extensive
joint and interagency experiences. He
has served as the operations director
CJ-3 for Regional Command East in Af-
ghanistan, G-3 Chief of Operations for
Multi-National Division North in Iraq,
and as a military professor in the lead-
ership department at the Naval War
College.

His other assignments included serv-
ice in the 82nd Airborne Division, the
101st Airborne Division AASLT, the 3rd
Infantry Division, the 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion, the Joint Readiness Training Cen-
ter, the Naval War College, and the
Army Legislative Liaison office. Major
General Winski recently served as the
Director of Army Operations, Readi-
ness, and Mobilization, HQDA G-3/5/7.

For the past 18 months, Major Gen-
eral Winski has implemented and en-
hanced strategic partnerships with
Congress. Through his leadership, the
Army significantly advanced relation-
ships with both legislative chambers
and improved and broadened congres-
sional support for Army priorities.
Major General Winski managed com-
plex issues through multiple legislative
cycles, enabling the Army to receive
the necessary resources to improve
readiness, accelerate modernization,
and reform processes to support com-
bat operations, sustain the all-volun-
teer force, and improve the quality of
life for soldiers, Army civilians, and
their families.

On behalf of Congress and the United
States of America, we thank Major
General Winski, his wife Kim, and their
entire family for their continued com-
mitment, sacrifice, and contributions
to this great Nation. We join our col-
leagues in wishing him future successes
as he continues to serve our great
Army and Nation.
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